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Table 1

Ethnographers - Heroin

City Incidence Who's Using  in Users Method Other Drugs Emerging Drugs Who's Selling

Bridgeport, CN increasing inner city youth; some younger (late snorting; injecting crack PCP varies in different areas
(Geter) middle class suburban users teens and early p-dope mescaline of the city; some gang

20s) involvement

San Antonio/ increasing traditional older user; new more young users injecting; inhaling adolescents working for
El Paso, TX young users as nose drops Mexican mafia; gangs
(Ramos)

Los Angeles, CA increasing primarily male, older users none injecting cocaine in methamphetamine Mexican Americans;
(Annon) (slightly) (over 35 years old) speedball sellers primarily sell

heroin alone

New York, NY increasing traditional users; some new more young male snorting; injecting cocaine in LSD young males (in their
(Goldsmith) young male users users speedball 20s) who are established

dealers; multi-racial
street sellers

Atlanta, GA increasing over 35 year old males both more snorting injecting; snorting crack amphetamine older male dealers sell
(Sterk-Elifon) African American and white; alcohol heroin only; younger

some young users dealers sell both heroin
and cocaine

Denver, CO increasing older users (over 30); some more users under injecting almost LSD Mexican nationals
(Anderson) new younger users 21 years old exclusively methamphetamine

Miami, FL increasing older users; some younger some shifts from injecting crack MDMA “get off” houses
(Page) users; all ethnicities cocaine injection alcohol appearing in African-

to heroin use Rohypnol American areas
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Chicago, IL increasing traditional users and new new users are injecting cocaine in gang-organized
(Weibel) younger users younger (teens to speedball entrepreneurs; some

early 20s) heroin sellers also sell
cocaine

Trenton/Newark, increasing older users; young inner city more young users snorting; alcohol MDMA heroin sold primarily
NJ youth injecting methamphetamine alone
(French)

New York, NY stable at high traditional older users; some some younger injecting; cocaine in PCP
(Galea) levels new younger users users; more upper snorting speedball

income users

Austin, TX stable older users (over 30 years old users injecting Doriden Ritalin Mexican sellers who are
(Maxwell) old); some increased among switching from Tylenol 4 MDMA part of syndicate

whites cocaine

Newark, DE increasing young users, white middle more young users snorting; alcohol MDMA young sellers; supplies
(Pazzaglini) class users; some African- injecting cocaine in LSD coming  from

Americans; also inner city speedball amphetamine Philadelphia, New York,
white users Boston, Richmond
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Table 1 (cont'd.)

Ethnographers - Heroin

City Purchase Amount Purity Other/Comments

Bridgeport, CN $10/bag high Housing projects remain high traffic areas; brisk sales to suburban customers.
(Geter)

San Antonio/ $10/balloon Users are dropping heroin solutions into nasal passages from syringes in process called
El Paso, TX “shabanging”; very popular among young, partying crowd; shooting galleries have also
(Ramos) appeared in Juarez in response to border shutdown.

Los Angeles, CA $80/gram Black tar 70-80% pure; Mexican
(Annon) brown 40% pure

New York, NY $10/bag variable Continued bustling activity and steady market; AIDS has influenced the reluctance to inject,
(Goldsmith) but only delayed that phase of use for most users.

Atlanta, GA $25-40/bag high
(Sterk-Elifon)

Denver, CO $40-50/½ gram variable; though supplies from Supplies from N.Y. arrive with original brand names and packaging via Federal Express or
(Anderson) N.Y. are high purity courier; purity of these supplies are considerably higher than local black tar variety and they are

more likely used by white, employed users.

Miami, FL $10/bag low in general with some pockets Speedballing may consist of injecting heroin and smoking crack.  Also sees “get off” houses
(Page) $100/gram of higher purity where heroin is injected and crack may be available.

Chicago, IL $10 and $20/bags high, though varies by area Some young snorters who said they’d never inject are now starting to report considering the
(Weibel) risk “to see what it feels like.”

Trenton/Newark, NJ $15/bag high Wider variety of users; continuing to see young users; increased number of white suburban
(French) buyers coming into the city.

New York, NY $5, $10, $20/bag Some appearance of PCP (sold as “crazy eddie”) at $10/unit
(Galea)

Austin, TX $14, 500-$20,000/kilo Still primarily injection users of Mexican heroin; only snorting among Yuppies who can access
(Maxwell) white heroin (which is still rare in Texas)

Newark, DE $10/bag generally high, but varies Large number of white adolescents involved in heavy (daily) heroin use, both snorting and
(Pazzaglini) injecting.  Also finds these users drinking heavily when heroin is not available.



iv

Table 2

Police - Heroin

City Incidence Who's Using  in Users Method Other Drugs Emerging Drugs Who's Selling

New York, NY P.D. stable traditional older user none snorting; same street sellers; no new
Special Projects injecting marketing apparent
Narcotics

Yakima, WA stable older users; all ethnicities; none  injecting cocaine in Mexican nationals are
P.D. lower income speedball source; street dealer could be

anyone

Maryland increasing traditional older users; some moving into younger users cocaine in LSD seller matches demographics
State Police younger suburban and rural suburban areas snort; older users speedball PCP of community

users inject

Washington, D.C. stable adults none snorting; crack; PCP sold with cocaine in “one
P.D. injecting cocaine LSD plus one” bags; southeast

Asian variety most common

Dover, DE increasing black males, late teens and more young users snorting; cocaine young black and Hispanic
P.D. early 20s some injecting sellers out of North

Philadelphia area; Colombian
sources

Los Angeles, CA stable young white users (20-30 none injecting methamphetamine Mexican nationals
P.D. years old)

Boston, MA increasing users in early 20s and 30s; all more white users snorting; none used to be available only in 2
P.D. nationalities injecting or 3 neighborhoods; now

found in 15-20
neighborhoods

Miami, FL stable traditional older, low income none injecting Rohypnol more white Colombian
P.D. users heroin seized at airport
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Table 2 (cont'd.) 

Police - Heroin

City Purchase Amount Purity Other/Comments

New York, NY  $10/bag 40% and higher
P.D.
Special Projects
Narcotics

Yakima, WA $75-80/gram Methamphetamine price and quality is dropping.  Several
P.D. users hospitalized from poorly made doses.

Maryland $10/bag variable by whether it is to be Increased appearance of ketamine, LSD, PCP especially in
State Police $60-70/gram for heroin injected or inhaled rural areas

prepared injecting
$150/gram for heroin
prepared for snorting

Washington, D.C. $100,000-200,000/kilo 15-47% Reports of increased use among former crack users;
P.D. Competition among Nigerian and African-American

traffickers as Nigerians move to add street level markets to
their inventory; evidence of Chinese and Colombian
cooperation.

Dover, DE $10/units sold in wax 90% pure, almost uncut Local users go to Philadelphia for larger, cheaper supplies. 
P.D. paper with brand names Sellers are selling both heroin and cocaine.

Miami, FL $150,000/kilo low; higher quality seized in
P.D. (Colombian) transshipment to NY

$10, $20/bag

Boston, MA $10/bag varies from 14% to 60% use is highest he has ever seen in Boston - “doubled” in the
P.D. last few months

Los Angeles, CA $5-10/balloon 29% pure Sold in balloons; primarily Mexican brown variety; increased
P.D. methamphetamine problem among young white users.
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Summary Table 3

Treatment Providers
Drug Use Patterns

DRUG:  HEROIN

REGION as 1  drug % clients inhaling/ Other Drugs

% clients
w/drug listed % clients

of abuse injecting smoking Used (% Mentioned)
 over

last year

I X=17% increase 50% X=44% X=56% cocaine 85%
N=15 no change 36% marijuana 15%

decrease 14% alcohol 62%
tranquilizers 15%
amphetamines 8%
other 8%

II X=17% increase 18% X=65% X=35% cocaine 55%
N=12 no change 82% marijuana 9%

decrease 0% alcohol 64%
tranquilizers 18%
amphetamines 18%
other 9%

III X=13% increase 27% X=57% X=43% cocaine 29%
N=14 no change 73% marijuana 21%

decrease 0% alcohol 57%
tranquilizers 7%
amphetamines 14%
other 14%

IV X=14% increase 38% X=57% X=43% cocaine 50%
N=11 no change 62% marijuana 25%

decrease 0% alcohol 88%
tranquilizers 25%
amphetamines 50%
other 25%

Region I: Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New York, New Jersey, Rhode Island, New Hampshire, Vermont, Pennsylvania
Region II: Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, Texas, North and South Carolina, Tennessee, Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma,

Maryland, Delaware, Virginia, West Virginia, D.C.
Region III: Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, Wisconsin, Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, North and South Dakota
Region IV: Colorado, Montana, Utah, Wyoming, Nevada, Arizona, California, Idaho, New Mexico, Washington, Oregon
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Summary Table 3 (cont'd.)

Treatment Providers
Characteristics of Users by Drug of Abuse

DRUG:  HEROIN

REGION

Percent by Age Percent by Race/Ethnicity Percent by Sex Prior Treatment

under African- Hispanic
20 21-30 31+ American White and Other Male Female Yes No

I X=10% X=13% X=77% X=37% X=50% X=13% X=81% X=19% X=59% X=41%
N=15

II X=14% X=23% X=63% X=28% X=56% X=16% X=75% X=25% X=71% X=29%
N=12

III X=2% X=8% X=90% X=48% X=42% X=10% X=62% X=38% X=93% X=7%
N=14

IV X=3% X=20% X=77% X=13% X=60% X=27% X=68% X=32% X=76% X=24%
N=11
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Table 4

Ethnographers - Cocaine

City Incidence Who's Using  in Users Method Other Drugs Emerging Drugs Who's Selling

Bridgeport, CN increasing slightly wide variety none smoking; heroin PCP gang sellers
(Geter) injecting mescaline

San Antonio/ stable African-Americans use crack; none smoking; heroin Rohypnol gang sellers
El Paso, TX Mexican-Americans inject HCl injecting
(Ramos) powder with heroin

Los Angeles, CA decreasing slightly 50/50 male/females, primarily none smoking alcohol methamphetamine wide variety of
(Annon) African-Americans over 25 sellers

years old

New York, NY increasing slightly wide variety of users none smoking sold in storefronts
(Goldsmith) on Lower East

Side; African-
Americans, Puerto
Rican young men
sell

Atlanta, GA increasing HCl used by white snorters; none injecting; “club drugs” HCl dealt by
(Sterk-Elifon) crack used by users in 20s, snorting; amphetamine middle class

male and female African- smoking dealers; some 
Americans crack dealers also

sell heroin and
marijuana

Denver, CO HCl use is down; primarily African-Americans smoking Mexican migrant
(Anderson) crack stable workers; African

Americans

Miami, FL stable traditional older users no longer popular smoking, little heroin
(Page) among the young injection
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Chicago, IL (Weibel) powder use and wide age and ethnicity range none primarily some sellers deal
availability smoking both heroin and
declining; crack is crack together
stable

Trenton/Newark, NJ stable wide variety; inner city users none smoking; heroin little sales of
(French) for crack injecting alcohol cocaine with other

drugs

New York, NY crack increasing wide range of users none smoking; PCP
(Galea) slightly; cocaine snorting; little

stable injecting

Austin, TX increasing Hispanics injecting powder; more white users; injecting Rohypnol
(Maxwell) African-American and Whites more HCl users

smoking crack

Newark, DE HCl stable; late teens to people in their 50s many changing to smoking; methamphetamine; MDMA same sellers offer
(Pazzaglini) crack increasing other drugs like inhaling; heroin in a LSD multiple

slightly methamphetamine injecting speedball methamphetamine substances
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Table 4 (cont'd.)
 

Ethnographers - Cocaine

City Purchase Amount Purity Other/Comments

Bridgeport, CN $5/bag (crack) high
(Geter) $10/bag (HCl)

San Antonio/ high
El Paso, TX
(Ramos)

Los Angeles, CA $140-160/  oz (HCl) crack: 50-70% pure
(Annon) $10/vial (crack)

New York, NY retail price is up Cocaine powder is sold in storefronts (record stores, small clothing stores); crack is sold by teens on the
(Goldsmith) street or from non-commercial locations; both still available.

Atlanta, GA $5/rock (crack) high
(Sterk-Elifon) $80/gram (HCl)

Denver, CO $5/rock (crack) Source of HCl is Los Angeles; crack in large pieces comes from Mexico or is made locally; gang
(Anderson) distribution has moved to suburbs due to urban renovation

Miami, FL $50/gram (HCl) variable, but generally low Crack and cocaine are not seen as desirable; interest is very low among high school and college kids.
(Page)

Chicago, IL range from $5 to $100 high Crack does not produce the traditional drug-using subculture; users are diverse: employed users who
(Weibel) for crack pieces buy when they get their paychecks, young users, older users.

Trenton/Newark, NJ less than $1/mg 40-60% Quality of cocaine is declining
(French)

New York, NY $2/vial (crack)
(Galea)

Austin, TX $100/gram (HCl) better than it was 6 months ago; 100 grams of heroin can be traded for 1 kilo of cocaine
(Maxwell) primarily Mexican sources

Newark, DE
(Pazzaglini)
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Table 5

Police - Cocaine

City Incidence Who's Using  in Users Method Other Drugs Emerging Drugs Who's Selling

New York, NY stable traditional older injector; none smoking;
P.D. variety of young and old crack injecting
Special Projects users
Narcotics

Yakima, WA increasing lower income adults none snorting; injecting; Mexican nationals are
P.D. very little crack source; various groups

involved in street sales

Maryland increasing none with marijuana Finding cocaine in random
State Police in blunt or joint traffic stops; open air markets

in inner city

Washington, D.C. stable PCP Source areas are Texas, New
P.D. LSD York and Antigua;

trafficking controlled by
Colombians, Cubans,
Dominicans, Jamaicans,
African-Americans

Dover, DE stable all ages and ethnicities none smoking; same groups as those selling
P.D. snorting heroin

Los Angeles, CA stable older African-Americans, none smoking; alcohol Mexican nationals
P.D. crack is popular among injecting

homeless

Boston, MA decreasing variety fewer overall
P.D.

Miami, FL stable wide variety none increased seizures of high
P.D. purity Colombian cocaine
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Table 5 (cont'd.) 

Police - Cocaine

City Purchase Amount Purity Other/Comments

New York, NY $3-25/vial (crack) 60-80% range (crack)
P.D.
Special Projects

Yakima, WA $40/gram (HCl) 80-90% at kilo level
P.D.

Maryland $80/gram (HCl) high
State Police $225/  oz. (HCl)

$10/bag or rock (crack)

Washington, D.C. $80-100/gram (HCl) 77-88% on average Mid-level dealers obtain supplies from Colombian and
P.D. $15,000-$30,000/kilo Panamanian dealers in Brooklyn, N.Y.  Supplies also come

from Miami, Los Angeles and Texas.  Area is transshipment
point to rural areas.

Dover, DE $100/gram (HCl)
P.D.

Los Angeles, CA $10, $20/rock (crack) low
P.D.

Boston, MA Crack sales have dropped in past six months.  Heroin is
P.D. “faster money” for dealers.

Miami, FL $17,500/kilo (HCl) high Expected arrests of cartel members to affect prices, but it has
P.D. $10, $20/rock or bag not in this area.  Increased progress of Colombian cocaine, but

(crack) no street level effect.
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Summary Table 6

Treatment Providers
Drug Use Patterns

DRUG:  COCAINE/CRACK

REGION as 1  drug last year % clients inhaling/ Other Drugs

% clients
w/drug listed   over % clients

of abuse injecting smoking Used (% Mentioned)

I X=57% increase 21% X=16% X=84% heroin 14%
N=15 no change 64% marijuana 50%

decrease 15% alcohol 86%
amphetamines 14%

II X=42% increase 0% X=10% X=90% heroin 18%
N=12 no change 100% marijuana 64%

decrease  0% alcohol 82%
tranquilizers 9%
hallucinogens 9%
amphetamines 18%

III X=34% increase 8% X=16% X=84% heroin 8%
N=14 no change 84% marijuana 58%

decrease  8% alcohol 92%
tranquilizers 8%
amphetamines 8%
other 17%

IV X=20% increase 20% X=27% X=73% heroin 40%
N=11 no change 70% marijuana 30%

decrease      10% alcohol 70%
amphetamines 40%

Region I: Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New York, New Jersey, Rhode Island, New Hampshire, Vermont, Pennsylvania

Region II: Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, Texas, North and South Carolina, Tennessee, Arkansas, Louisiana,
Oklahoma, Maryland, Delaware, Virginia, West Virginia, D.C.

Region III: Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, Wisconsin, Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, North and South Dakota

Region IV: Colorado, Montana, Utah, Wyoming, Nevada, Arizona, California, Idaho, New Mexico, Washington, Oregon
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Summary Table 6 (cont'd.) 

Treatment Providers
Characteristics of Users by Drug of Abuse

DRUG:  COCAINE/CRACK

REGION

Percent by Age Percent by Race/Ethnicity Percent by Sex Prior Treatment

under African- Hispanic
20 21-30 31+ American White and Other Male Female Yes No

I X=5% X=26% X=69% X=51% X=37% X=12% X=65% X=35% X=67% X=33%
N=15

II X=21% X=40% X=39% X=40% X=49% X=11% X=69% X=31% X=57% X=43%
N=12

III X=8% X=38% X=54% X=46% X=52% X=2% X=54% X=46% X=64% X=36%
N=14

IV X=3% X=62% X=35% X=32% X=58% X=10% X=71% X=29% X=39% X=61%
N=11
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Table 7

Ethnographers - Marijuana

City Incidence Who's Using  in Users Method Other Drugs Emerging Drugs Who's Selling

Bridgeport, CN increasing everyone none
(Geter)

San Antonio/ increasing everyone; lots of upper income more Mexican growers, Texas
El Paso, TX users professionals, distributors
(Ramos) middle class users

Los Angeles, CA increasing 60% men more women no blunts “everybody;” wide range of
(Annon) 40% women sellers

52% over 18 years old

New York, NY increasing all groups none sold in street or from small
(Goldsmith) stores

Atlanta, GA increasing crack users; also young, white more adolescents crack some sales of marijuana
(Sterk-Elifon) adolescents club drugs alone; some sales with crack

Denver, CO
(Anderson)

Miami, FL increasing wide range, some high school none club drugs
(Page) kids MDMA

Rohypnol
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Chicago, IL increasing wide range; all ages none recent appearance used with many not related to gang sales or
 (Weibel) of blunts other drugs sales of heroin or cocaine

Trenton/Newark, increasing wide range of users none MDMA wide range of sources
NJ club drugs including local growers
(French)

New York, NY stable wide variety of users none
(Galea)

Austin, TX increasing young, males of all ethnicities increased number methamphetamine home grown variety available
(Maxwell) of older users; and everywhere

African-American
users

Newark, DE increasing wide variety of users alcohol persons in 20s as well as
(Pazzaglini) some younger sellers;

supplies come from Virginia,
DC and Baltimore; also local
varieties available
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Table 7, (cont'd.)

Ethnographers - Marijuana

City Purchase Amount Purity Other/Comments

Bridgeport, CN $10/bag variable
(Geter)

San Antonio/ $300/lb Juarez; $500/lb high Large crops of hemp being harvested and added to already large supplies in Texas
El Paso, TX in Texas warehouses.
(Ramos)

Los Angeles, CA $100-300/oz. about 10% pure
(Annon) $1/joint

New York, NY $5/bag; ½ oz. to 1 oz.
(Goldsmith) quantities available on

street

Atlanta, GA $3/joint
(Sterk-Elifon)

Denver, CO
(Koester)

Miami, FL ¼ oz. or single joints Not widely available at low prices; crack is cheaper and more available.
(Page) available
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City Purchase Amount Purity Other/Comments
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Chicago, IL ¼-½ oz. units; single high High availability recently even though this is not the time of the typical seasonal
(Weibel) joints also available increase.

Trenton/Newark, NJ high
(French)

New York, NY $10/bag; single joints variable
(Galea) available

Austin, TX increasing DEA just removed 7,800 local plants valued at $11 million.
(Maxwell)

Newark, DE low Supplies look as if they have been stored (i.e., somewhat moldy).
(Pazzaglini)
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Table 8

Police - Marijuana

City Incidence Who's Using  in Users Method Other Drugs Emerging Drugs Who's Selling

New York, NY stable variety of users alcohol
P.D.
Special Projects

Yakima, WA stable everyone none brought in trucks from
P.D. Mexico in units of 10 lb.; 

locally grown not available

Maryland increasing everyone more young users cocaine dealers are packaging in
State Police cheap units for younger

users; in suburbs, sold with
cocaine HCl

Washington, D.C. increasing teens, young adults more use among hashish
P.D. juveniles PCP

Dover, DE increasing young white males and none young white adults in
P.D. females suburbs; Jamaicans and

African-Americans in city

Los Angeles, CA stable none alcohol methamphetamine Mexican nationals
P.D.

Boston, MA increasing young users, many African- more young users blunts fierce competition, including
P.D. American males (early teens) violence in market

Miami, FL stable wide variety of users none more juvenile sellers visible;
P.D. Jamaican sources as well as

local; hashish also available
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Table 8 (cont'd.) 

Police - Marijuana

City Purchase Amount Purity Other/Comments

New York, NY $5, $10/bag variable, but generally high
P.D. 
Special Projects

Yakima, WA $20/gram low
P.D.

Maryland $10/bag variable
State Police

Washington, D.C. Jamaican and local marijuana dominate the market; supplies
P.D. often shipped via UPS or Federal Express from Texas,

California, Mexico and Virginia

Dover, DE $80/¼ oz.
P.D.

Los Angeles, CA variable but generally high
P.D.

Boston, MA Appearance of blunts and “spliffs” (hollowed cigars);
P.D. marijuana dealing has also become a big money-making

operation in the area

Miami, FL Prices for a pound can variable Lots of Jamaican and Mexican/Texas marijuana and  hashish
P.D. go as high as $2,500; found on trains or in the mail en route to New York area.

$10/bag (4-5 joints)
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Summary Table 9

Treatment Providers
Drug Use Patterns

DRUG:  MARIJUANA

REGION as 1  drug last year Other Drugs

% clients
w/drug listed  over

of abuse Used

I X=7% increase 14% cocaine 29%
N=15 no change     57% alcohol 86%

decrease 29% other 14%

II X=13% increase 0% cocaine 36%
N=12 no change 100% alcohol 91%

decrease 0% tranquilizers 9%
hallucinogens 9%

III X=21% increase 0% alcohol 90%
N=14 no change 90%

decrease  10%

IV X=4% increase 20% cocaine 60%
N=11 no change 80% alcohol 100%

decrease 0% amphetamines 60%

Region I: Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New York, New Jersey, Rhode Island, New Hampshire, Vermont,
Pennsylvania

Region II: Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, Texas, North and South Carolina, Tennessee,
Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, Maryland, Delaware, Virginia, West Virginia, D.C.

Region III: Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, Wisconsin, Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, North
and South Dakota

Region IV: Colorado, Montana, Utah, Wyoming, Nevada, Arizona, California, Idaho, New Mexico,
Washington, Oregon
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Summary Table 9 (cont'd.)

Treatment Providers
Characteristics of Users by Drug of Abuse

DRUG:  MARIJUANA

REGION

Percent by Age Percent by Race/Ethnicity Percent by Sex Prior Treatment

under African- Hispanic and
20 21-30 31+ American White Other Male Female Yes No

I X=34% X=32% X=34% X=26% X=65% X=9% X=75% X=25% X=23% X=77%
N=15

II X=54% X=29% X=17% X=19% X=67% X=14% X=80% X=20% X=25% X=75%
N=12

III X=30% X=34% X=36% X=34% X=65% X=1% X=68% X=32% X=36% X=64%
N=14

IV X=51% X=34% X=15% X=13% X=72% X=15% X=78% X=22% X=14% X=86%
N=11


